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1. 

Rejections Under Section 112 

Regarding claims 1-6 and 8-13, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). See line 7 of claims 1 and 8. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-1 1, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Matsuda. 
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With respect to claim 1 , Matsuda teaches an image processor (still unit picture 
transmitter, comprising: an image memory 8 (see line 3 of the purpose); an image 
memory control unit 9 which is connected to an image reading unit for reading image 
data and image processing unit 3, 10 + 12 for processing and editing image data and 
image writing unit 4 for writing image data to transfer paper. Matsuda teaches a LPF2 
which receives first image data read in by said image reading unit (camera, not shown, 
but see line 2 of the Purpose) second image data (output from memory 8) subjected to 
image processing by said image processing unit (10 and 12); a system control unit 6 
which controls transmission or reception of control signals (transmission by modem 13 
and reception by switcher 1 . Matsuda teaches a source detection unit (sync separator 
3) which detects a source of image data (still or television images) to said image 
memory control unit (see col. 2); wherein said system control unit 6 controls said 
image memory control unit 9 according to the source (camera inputs which are still 
images or television images according to col. 2, see also the sync. Separator 3), of the 
image data detected by said source detection unit, and determines a transmission order 
(see first tow lines of the Constitution and the first paragraph, of col. 5). 

With respect to claims 2 and 9, Matsuda teaches an image processor wherein said 
image memory control unit 9 is connected to said one or more units 3 through an image 
data control unit 6, wherein said image data control unit 6 performs transmission or 
reception of image data between said image memory control unit 9 and one or more 
units, see figure 1 . 
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With respect to claims 3 and 10, Matsuda teaches image memory 8, said image 
control unit 9, and system control unit 6 formed as a discrete control unit. See figure 1 . 

With respect to claims 4 and 11, Matsuda teaches the claimed limitation. See the 
big arrow labeled bus in figure 1 between elements 8 and 9. 

With respect to claims 6 and 13, Matsuda teaches an image expansion unit (modem 
13) for expanding image data; and a compression determination unit (modem 13) for 
determining compressed data and memory control unit 9 for controlling the 
transmission of expanded and compressed data from modem 13. 

With respect to claim 7, Matsuda teaches an image processor according to figure 1 , 
comprising: an image reading unit (camera, line 2 of the Purpose); image processing 
unit via an image processor (still unit picture transmitter; : an image memory 8 (see line 
3 of the purpose); an image memory control unit 9 which is connected to an image 
reading unit for reading image data and image processing unit 3, 10 + 12 for processing 
and editing image data and image writing unit 4 for writing image data to transfer paper. 
Matsuda teaches an image memory control unit 9, which receives data from a camera 
units 1-4 or the image processing via the image processing unit (10 and 12); data is 
taken from the memory 8 and is transmitted to processing units 10 and 12.. Matsuda 



Application/Control Number: 09/725,569 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

teaches a system control unit 6 which controls transmission or reception of control 
signals (transmission by modem 13 and reception by switcher 1 . Matsuda teaches a 
source detection unit (sync separator 3) which detects a source of image data (still or 
television images) to said image memory control unit (see col. 2); wherein said system 
control unit 6 controls said image memory control unit 9 according to the source 
(camera inputs which are still images or television images according to col. 2, see also 
the sync. Separator 3), of the image data detected by said source detection unit, and 
determines a transmission order (see first tow lines of the Constitution and the first 
paragraph, of col. 5). 

With respect to claim 8, Matsuda teaches an image processor (still unit picture 
transmitter, comprising: an image memory 8 (see line 3 of the purpose); an image 
memory control unit 9 which is connected to an image reading unit for reading image 
data and image processing unit 3, 10 + 12 for processing and editing image data and 
image writing unit 4 for writing image data to transfer paper. Matsuda teaches a 
controller 6 which receives as well as LPF2 which receives first image data read in by 
said image reading unit (camera, not shown, but see line 2 of the Purpose); second 
image data (output from memory 8) subjected to image processing by said image 
processing unit (10 and 12); a system control unit 6 which controls transmission or 
reception of control signals (transmission by modem 13 and reception by switcher 1. 
Matsuda teaches a source detection unit (sync separator 3) which detects a source of 
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image data (still or television images) to said image memory control unit (see col. 2); 
wherein said system control unit 6 controls said image memory control unit 9 
according to the source (camera inputs which are still images or television images 
according to col. 2, see also the sync. Separator 3), of the image data detected by said 
source detection unit, and determines a transmission order (see first tow lines of the 
Constitution and the first paragraph, of col. 5). 

With respect to claim 14, Matsuda teaches an image processor (still image 
transmitter of figure 1)comprising: 

An image reading means (camera means outputting input values l-IV) for acquiring 
image data; an image processing means (entire right portion of the circuit of figure 1 
from switch 1 ) for processing the image data acquired by said image reading means; an 
image memory 8 for storing the image data acquired by said image reading means for 
the image data processed by said image processing means; an image memory control 
means 9 for receiving data sent from said image reading means (camera with inputs 1- 
4) and receives the data sent from the image memory 8 and transmits it to said image 
reading means or image processing means 10 + 12; a system control means 6 for 
controlling transmission or reception of data by said image memory control means; and 
a detection means 3 for detecting which one of said image reading means (inputs 1-4) 
has transmitted data to the image control means 9. wherein said control means 6 
controls said image memory control means 9 based on the detected source 3 (whether 
still or television images have been detected) and determines an order in which the 
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image data is to be transmitted to said image memory, see the two lines of the 
Constitution and paragraph 1 of col. 5. 



Claims Objected As Containing Allowable Matter 

2. 

Claims 5 and 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



3. . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fr. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams, can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

J. Gr4ntJT 

y^JEROME GRANT II 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



